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P
rim

e 
A

reas 
C

om
m

unication
 and L

an
gua

ge 
P

ersonal, Social and Em
otional D

evelopm
ent  

P
hysical d

evelopm
ent 

B
irth-3 

years 
• 

Turn tow
ards fam

iliar sounds. They are also startled by loud noises and accurately locate the source of a fam
iliar person’s voice, such as their key 

person or a parent. 
• 

G
aze at faces, copying facial expressions and m

ovem
ents like sticking out their tongue. M

ake eye contact for longer periods. 
• 

W
atch som

eone’s face as they talk. 
• 

C
opy w

hat adults do, taking ‘turns’ in conversations (through babbling) and activities. Try to copy adult speech and lip m
ovem

ents. 
• 

Enjoy singing, m
usic and toys that m

ake sounds. 
• 

Recognise and are calm
ed by a fam

iliar and friendly voice. 
• 

Listen and respond to a sim
ple instruction. 

• 
M

ake sounds to get attention in different w
ays (for exam

ple, crying w
hen hungry or unhappy, m

aking gurgling sounds, laughing, cooing or babbling). 
• 

B
abble, using sounds like ‘ba- ba’, ‘m

am
am

a’. 
• 

U
se gestures like w

aving and pointing to com
m

unicate. 
• 

Reach or point to som
ething they w

ant w
hile m

aking sounds. 
• 

C
opy your gestures and w

ords. 
• 

C
onstantly babble and use single w

ords during play. 
• 

U
se intonation, pitch and changing volum

e w
hen ‘talking’. 

• 
U

nderstand single w
ords in context – ‘cup’, ‘m

ilk’, ‘daddy’. 
• 

U
nderstand frequently used w

ords such as ‘all gone’, ‘no’ and ‘bye-bye’. 
• 

U
nderstand sim

ple instructions like “give to m
um

m
y” or “stop”. 

• 
Recognise and point to objects if asked about them

. 
• 

G
enerally focus on an activity of their ow

n choice and find it difficult to be directed by an adult. 
• 

Listen to other people’s talk w
ith interest, but can easily be distracted by other things. 

• 
C

an becom
e frustrated w

hen they can’t m
ake them

selves understood. 
• 

Start to say how
 they are feeling, using w

ords as w
ell as actions. 

• 
Start to develop conversation, often jum

ping from
 topic to topic. 

• 
D

evelop pretend play: ‘putting the baby to sleep’ or ‘driving the car to the shops’. 
• 

U
se the speech sounds p, b, m

, w
. 

• 
A

re usually still learning to pronounce: 
- l/r/w

/y,  f/th, s/sh/ch/dz/j, m
ulti-syllabic w

ords such as ‘banana’ and ‘com
puter’ 

• 
Listen to sim

ple stories and understand w
hat is happening, w

ith the help of the pictures. 
• 

Identify fam
iliar objects and properties for practitioners w

hen they are described. For exam
ple: ‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’. 

• 
U

nderstand and act on longer sentences like ‘m
ake teddy jum

p’ or ‘find your coat’. 
• 

U
nderstand sim

ple questions about ‘w
ho’, ‘w

hat’ and ‘w
here’ (but generally not ‘w

hy’). 

• 
Find w

ays to calm
 them

selves, through being calm
ed and com

forted by their key person 
• 

Establish their sense of self. 
• 

Express preferences and decisions. They also try new
 things and start establishing their autonom

y. 
• 

Engage w
ith others through gestures, gaze and talk. 

• 
U

se that engagem
ent to achieve a goal. For exam

ple, gesture tow
ards their cup to say they w

ant a drink. 
• 

Find w
ays of m

anaging transitions, for exam
ple from

 their parent to their key person. 
• 

Thrive as they develop self-assurance. 
• 

Look back as they craw
l or w

alk aw
ay from

 their key person. Look for clues about how
 to respond to som

ething interesting. 
• 

Play w
ith increasing confidence on their ow

n and w
ith other children, because they know

 their key person is nearby and available. 
• 

Feel confident w
hen taken out around the local neighbourhood, and enjoy exploring new

 places w
ith their key person. 

• 
Feel strong enough to express a range of em

otions. 
• 

G
row

 in independence, rejecting help (“m
e do it”). Som

etim
es this leads to feelings of frustration and tantrum

s. 
• 

B
egin to show

 ‘effortful control’. For exam
ple, w

aiting for a turn and resisting the strong im
pulse to grab w

hat they w
ant or push 

their w
ay to the front. 

• 
B
e increasingly able to talk about and m

anage their em
otions 

• 
N

otice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and disabilities, and so on. 
• 

D
evelop friendships w

ith other children 
• 

Safely explore em
otions beyond their norm

al range through play and stories. 
• 

A
re talking about their feelings in m

ore elaborated w
ays: “I’m

 sad because...” or “I love it w
hen ...”. 

 

• 
Lift their head w

hile lying on their front. 
• 

Push their chest up w
ith straight arm

s. 
• 

Roll over: from
 front to back, then back to front. 

• 
Enjoy m

oving w
hen outdoors and inside. 

• 
Sit w

ithout support. 
• 

B
egin to craw

l in different w
ays and directions. 

• 
Pull them

selves upright and bouncing in preparation for w
alking. 

• 
Reach out for objects as co-ordination develops. 

• 
Eat finger food and develop likes and dislikes. 

• 
Try a w

ider range of foods w
ith different tastes and textures. 

• 
Lift objects up to suck them

. 
• 

Pass things from
 one hand to the other. Let go of things and hands them

 to another person, or drops them
. 

• 
G

radually gain control of their w
hole body through continual practice of large m

ovem
ents, such as w

aving, kicking, rolling, 
craw

ling and w
alking. 

• 
C

lap and stam
p to m

usic. 
• 

Fit them
selves into spaces, like tunnels, dens and large boxes, and m

ove around in them
. 

• 
Enjoy starting to kick, throw

 and catch balls. 
• 

B
uild independently w

ith a range of appropriate resources. 
• 

B
egin to w

alk independently – choosing appropriate props to support at first. 
• 

W
alk, run, jum

p and clim
b – and start to use the stairs independently 

• 
Spin, roll and independently use ropes and sw

ings (for exam
ple, tyre sw

ings). 
• 

Sit on a push-along w
heeled toy, use a scooter or ride a tricycle. 

• 
D

evelop m
anipulation and control. 

• 
Explore different m

aterials and tools. 
• 

U
se large and sm

all m
otor skills to do things independently, for exam

ple m
anage buttons and zips, and pour drinks. 

• 
Show

 an increasing desire to be independent, such as w
anting to feed them

selves and dress or undress. 
• 

Learn to use the toilet w
ith help, and then independently. 

3-4 years 
• 

Enjoy listening to longer stories and can rem
em

ber m
uch of w

hat happens. 
• 

C
an find it difficult to pay attention to m

ore than one thing at a tim
e. 

• 
U

se a w
ider range of vocabulary. 

• 
U

nderstand a question or instruction that has tw
o parts, such as “G

et your coat and w
ait at the door”. 

• 
U

nderstand ‘w
hy’ questions, like: “W

hy do you think the caterpillar got so fat? 
• 

Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
• 

Know
 m

any rhym
es, be able to talk about fam

iliar books, and be able to tell a long story. 
• 

D
evelop their com

m
unication, but m

ay continue to have problem
s w

ith irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘sw
im

m
ed’ for ‘sw

am
’. 

• 
M

ay have problem
s saying: som

e sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh and m
ultisyllabic w

ords such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium
’ or ‘hippopotam

us’ 
• 

U
se longer sentences of four to six w

ords. 
• 

B
e able to express a point of view

 and to debate w
hen they disagree w

ith an adult or a friend, using w
ords as w

ell as actions. 
• 

C
an start a conversation w

ith an adult or a friend and continue it for m
any turns. 

• 
U

se talk to organise them
selves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.” 

• 
Select and use activities and resources, w

ith help w
hen needed. This helps them

 to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one w
hich 

is suggested to them
. 

• 
D

evelop their sense of responsibility and m
em

bership of a com
m

unity. 
• 

B
ecom

e m
ore outgoing w

ith unfam
iliar people, in the safe context of their setting. 

• 
Show

 m
ore confidence in new

 social situations. 
• 

Play w
ith one or m

ore other children, extending and elaborating play ideas. 
• 

H
elp to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For exam

ple, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-M
an in the gam

e, and 
suggesting other ideas. 

• 
Increasingly follow

 rules, understanding w
hy they are im

portant. 
• 

D
o not alw

ays need an adult to rem
ind them

 of a rule. 
• 

D
evelop appropriate w

ays of being assertive. 
• 

Talk w
ith others to solve conflicts. 

• 
Talk about their feelings using w

ords like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘w
orried’. 

• 
B
egin to understand how

 others m
ight be feeling. 

• 
C

ontinue to develop their m
ovem

ent, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. 
• 

G
o up steps and stairs, or clim

b up apparatus, using alternate feet. 
• 

Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a gam
e like m

usical statues. 
• 

U
se large-m

uscle m
ovem

ents to w
ave flags and stream

ers, paint and m
ake m

arks. 
• 

Start taking part in som
e group activities w

hich they m
ake up for them

selves, or in team
s. 

• 
A

re increasingly able to use and rem
em

ber sequences and patterns of m
ovem

ents w
hich are related to m

usic and rhythm
. 

• 
M

atch their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting. For exam
ple, they decide w

hether to craw
l, 

w
alk or run across a plank, depending on its length and w

idth. 
• 

C
hoose the right resources to carry out their ow

n plan. For exam
ple, choosing a spade to enlarge a sm

all hole they dug 
w

ith a trow
el. 

• 
C

ollaborate w
ith others to m

anage large item
s, such as m

oving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow
 blocks. 

• 
U

se one-handed tools and equipm
ent, for exam

ple, m
aking snips in paper w

ith scissors. 
• 

U
se a com

fortable grip w
ith good control w

hen holding pens and pencils. 
• 

Start to eat independently and learning how
 to use a knife and fork. 

• 
Show

 a preference for a dom
inant hand. 

• 
B
e increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for exam

ple, putting coats on and doing up zips. 
• 

B
e increasingly independent in m

eeting their ow
n care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, w

ashing and drying their 
hands thoroughly. 

• 
M

ake healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing. 

R
eception

 
• 

U
nderstand how

 to listen carefully and w
hy listening is im

portant. 
• 

Learn new
 vocabulary 

• 
U

se new
 vocabulary through the day 

• 
A

sk questions to find out m
ore and to check they understand w

hat has been said to them
. 

• 
A

rticulate their ideas and thoughts in w
ell-form

ed sentences. 
• 

C
onnect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives. 

• 
D

escribe events in som
e detail 

• 
U

se talk to help w
ork out problem

s and organise thinking and activities explain how
 things w

ork and w
hy they m

ight happen. 
• 

D
evelop social phrases 

• 
Engage in story tim

es. 
• 

Listen to and talk about stories to build fam
iliarity and understanding. 

• 
Retell the story, once they have developed a deep fam

iliarity w
ith the text; som

e as exact repetition and som
e in their ow

n w
ords. 

• 
U

se new
 vocabulary in different contexts. 

• 
Listen carefully to rhym

es and songs, paying attention to how
 they sound. 

• 
Learn rhym

es, poem
s and songs. 

• 
 Engage in non-fiction books. 

• 
Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep fam

iliarity w
ith new

 know
ledge and vocabulary. 

• 
See them

selves as a valuable individual. 
• 

B
uild constructive and respectful relationships. 

• 
Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 

• 
Show

 resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 
• 

Identify and m
oderate their ow

n feelings socially and em
otionally. 

• 
Think about the perspectives of others. 

• 
M

anage their ow
n needs. 

• 
Revise and refine the fundam

ental m
ovem

ent skills they have already acquired: rolling, craw
ling, w

alking, jum
ping,  

running, hopping, skipping, clim
bing 

• 
Progress tow

ards a m
ore fluent style of m

oving, w
ith developing control and grace. 

• 
D

evelop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully w
ith future physical 

education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gym
nastics, sport and sw

im
m

ing. 
• 

D
evelop their sm

all m
otor skills so that they can use a range of tools com

petently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: 
pencils for draw

ing and w
riting, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 

• 
U

se their core m
uscle strength to achieve a good posture w

hen sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 
• 

C
om

bine different m
ovem

ents w
ith ease and fluency 

• 
C

onfidently and safely use a range of large and sm
all apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group. 

• 
D

evelop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and agility 
• 

Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throw
ing, catching, kicking, passing, batting, and aim

ing. 
• 

D
evelop confidence, com

petence, precision and accuracy w
hen engaging in activities that involve a ball. 

• 
D

evelop the foundations of a handw
riting style w

hich is fast, accurate and efficient. 
• 

Know
 and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and w

ellbeing: regular physical activity, healthy 
eating, toothbrushing, sensible am

ounts of ‘screen tim
e’, having a good sleep routine, being a safe pedestrian 

• 
Further develop the skills they need to m

anage the school day successfully: lining up and queuing, m
ealtim

es, personal 
hygiene 

 
Listening, A

ttention and U
nderstanding 

Speaking 
Self-Regulation 

M
anaging Self 

Building Relationship 
G

ross M
otor Skills 

Fine M
otor Skills 

Early 
L
earnin

g 
G

oa
ls 

• 
L
isten attentively an

d respon
d to w

hat they hear 
w

ith relevant q
uestions, com

m
ents an

d action
s 

w
hen being read to and durin

g w
hole class 

discussions an
d sm

all group interactions. 
• 

M
ake com

m
ents about w

hat they have heard an
d 

ask q
uestion

s to clarify their un
derstandin

g. 
• 

H
old conversation w

hen engaged in back
-an

d
-forth 

exchanges w
ith their teacher an

d peers. 

• 
P
articipate in sm

all group, class an
d one-to

-one 
discussions, offering their ow

n ideas, usin
g recently 

introduced vocabulary. 
• 

O
ffer explanations for w

hy things m
ight happen, 

m
aking use of recently introduced vocabulary from

 
stories, non

-fiction, rhym
es and p

oem
s w

hen 
appropriate. 

• 
Express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences usin

g full sentences, includin
g use of 

past, present an
d future ten

ses an
d m

aking use of 
conjunctions, w

ith m
odellin

g an
d support from

 their 
teacher. 

• 
Show

 an un
derstan

ding of 
their ow

n feelings an
d those 

of others, an
d begin to 

regulate their behaviour 
accordin

gly.  
• 

Set an
d w

ork tow
ards sim

ple 
goals, being able to w

ait for 
w

hat they w
ant an

d control 
their im

m
ediate im

pulses 
w

hen appropriate. 
• 

G
ive focused attention to 

w
hat the teacher says, 

respon
ding appropriately even 

w
hen engaged in activity, and 

show
 an ability to follow

 
instructions involving several 
ideas or actions. 

• 
B

e confident to try new
 

activities an
d show

 
indepen

dence, resilience 
and perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

• 
Explain the reasons for 
rules, know

 right from
 

w
ron

g an
d try to behave 

accordin
gly. 

• 
M

anage their ow
n basic 

hygiene and person
al 

needs, including dressing, 
going to the toilet and 
understan

ding the 
im

portance of healthy 
food choices. 

• 
W

ork an
d play 

cooperatively an
d take 

turns w
ith others. 

• 
Form

 p
ositive 

attachm
ents to adults 

and friendships w
ith 

peers. 
• 

Show
 sen

sitivity to 
their ow

n and to 
others’ needs. 

• 
N

egotiate sp
ace and obstacles safely, w

ith 
consideration for them

selves an
d others. 

• 
D

em
onstrate strength, balance an

d coordin
ation 

w
hen playing. 

• 
M

ove energetically, such as running, jum
ping, 

dancin
g, hopping, skipping an

d clim
bin

g. 

• 
H

old a pencil effectively in 
preparation for fluent w

riting 
– using the tripod grip in 
alm

ost all cases. 
• 

U
se a ran

ge of sm
all tools, 

includin
g scissors, 

paintbrushes an
d cutlery. 

• 
B

egin to show
 accuracy an

d 
care w

hen draw
ing. 
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Birth-3 years 
• 

Enjoy songs and rhym
es, tuning in and paying attention. 

• 
Join in w

ith songs and rhym
es, copying sounds, rhythm

s, tunes and tem
po. 

• 
Say som

e of the w
ords in songs and rhym

es. 
• 

C
opy finger m

ovem
ents and other gestures. 

• 
Sing songs and say rhym

es independently, for exam
ple, singing w

hilst playing. 
• 

Enjoy sharing books w
ith an adult. 

• 
Pay attention and responds to the pictures or the w

ords. 
• 

H
ave favourite books and seeks them

 out, to share w
ith an adult, w

ith another child, or to look at alone. 
• 

Repeat w
ords and phrases from

 fam
iliar stories. 

• 
A

sk questions about the book. M
akes com

m
ents and shares their ow

n ideas. 
• 

D
evelop play around favourite stories using props. 

• 
N

otice som
e print, such as the first letter of their nam

e, a bus or door num
ber, or a fam

iliar logo. 
• 

Enjoy draw
ing freely. 

• 
A

dd som
e m

arks to their draw
ings, w

hich they give m
eaning to. For exam

ple: “That says m
um

m
y.” 

• 
M

ake m
arks on their picture to stand for their nam

e. 

• 
C

om
bine objects like stacking blocks and cups. Put objects inside others and take them

 out 
again. 

• 
Take part in finger rhym

es w
ith num

bers. 
• 

React to changes of am
ount in a group of up to three item

s. 
• 

C
om

pare am
ounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘m

ore’ or ‘sam
e’. 

• 
C

ounting-like behaviour, such as m
aking sounds, pointing or saying som

e num
bers in 

sequence. 
• 

C
ount in everyday contexts, som

etim
es skipping num

bers - ‘1-2-3-5.’ 
• 

C
lim

b and squeezing selves into different types of spaces. 
• 

B
uild w

ith a range of resources. 
• 

C
om

plete inset puzzles. 
• 

C
om

pare sizes, w
eights etc. using gesture and language - ‘bigger/little/sm

aller’, ‘high/low
’, 

‘tall’, ‘heavy’. 
• 

N
otice patterns and arrange things in patterns. 

• 
Repeat actions that have an effect. 

• 
Explore m

aterials w
ith different properties. 

• 
Explore natural m

aterials, indoors and outside. 
• 

Explore and respond to different natural phenom
ena in their setting and on trips. 

• 
M

ake connections betw
een the features of their fam

ily and other fam
ilies. 

• 
N

otice differences betw
een people. 

• 
Show

 attention to sounds and m
usic. 

• 
Respond em

otionally and physically to m
usic w

hen it changes. 
• 

M
ove and dance to m

usic. 
• 

A
nticipate phrases and actions in rhym

es and songs, like ‘Peepo’. 
• 

Explore their voices and enjoy m
aking sounds. 

• 
Join in w

ith songs and rhym
es, m

aking som
e sounds. 

• 
M

ake rhythm
ical and repetitive sounds. 

• 
Explore a range of sound-m

akers and instrum
ents and play them

 in 
different w

ays. 
• 

N
otice patterns w

ith strong contrasts and be attracted by patterns 
resem

bling the hum
an face. 

• 
Start to m

ake m
arks intentionally. 

• 
Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as w

ell as 
brushes and other tools. 

• 
Express ideas and feelings through m

aking m
arks, and som

etim
es 

give a m
eaning to the m

arks they m
ake. 

• 
Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Tw

inkle, Tw
inkle Little 

Star’. 
• 

Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents 
another. For exam

ple, a child holds a w
ooden block to her ear and 

pretends it’s a phone. 
• 

Explore different m
aterials, using all their senses to investigate them

. 
• 

M
anipulate and play w

ith different m
aterials. 

• 
U

se their im
agination as they consider w

hat they can do w
ith 

different m
aterials. 

• 
M

ake sim
ple m

odels w
hich express their ideas. 

3-4 years 
• 

U
nderstand the five key concepts about print: 

- print has m
eaning 

- print can have different purposes 
- w

e read English text from
 left to right and from

 top to bottom
 

- the nam
es of the different parts of a book 

- page sequencing 
• 

D
evelop their phonological aw

areness, so that they can: 
- spot and suggest rhym

es 
- count or clap syllables in a w

ord 
- recognise w

ords w
ith the sam

e initial sound, such as m
oney and m

other 
• 

Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new
 vocabulary 

• 
U

se som
e of their print and letter know

ledge in their early w
riting. For exam

ple: w
riting a pretend shopping 

list that starts at the top of the page; w
rite ‘m

’ for m
um

m
y. 

• 
W

rite som
e or all of their nam

e. 
• 

W
rite som

e letters accurately. 

• 
Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, w

ithout having to count them
 individually (‘subitising’). 

• 
Recite num

bers past 5. 
• 

Say one num
ber for each item

 in order: 1,2,3,4,5. 
• 

Know
 that the last num

ber reached w
hen counting a sm

all set of objects tells you how
 m

any 
there are in total (‘cardinal principle’). 

• 
Show

 ‘finger num
bers’ up to 5. 

• 
Link num

erals and am
ounts: for exam

ple, show
ing the right num

ber of objects to m
atch the 

num
eral, up to 5. 

• 
Experim

ent w
ith their ow

n sym
bols and m

arks as w
ell as num

erals. 
• 

Solve real w
orld m

athem
atical problem

s w
ith num

bers up to 5. 
• 

C
om

pare quantities using language: ‘m
ore than’, ‘few

er than’. 
• 

Talk about and explore 2D
 and 3D

 shapes (for exam
ple, circles, rectangles, triangles and 

cuboids) using inform
al and m

athem
atical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

• 
U

nderstand position through w
ords alone – for exam

ple, “The bag is under the table,” – w
ith 

no pointing. 
• 

D
escribe a fam

iliar route. 
• 

D
iscuss routes and locations, using w

ords like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 
• 

M
ake com

parisons betw
een objects relating to size, length, w

eight and capacity 
• 

Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism
 for a roof etc. 

• 
C

om
bine shapes to m

ake new
 ones – an arch, a bigger triangle etc. 

• 
Talk about and identifies the patterns around them

. For exam
ple: stripes on clothes, designs 

on rugs and w
allpaper. U

se inform
al language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc. 

• 
Extend and create A

B
A

B patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf. 
• 

N
otice and correct an error in a repeating pattern. 

• 
B
egin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using w

ords such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 

• 
U

se all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural m
aterials. 

• 
Explore collections of m

aterials w
ith sim

ilar and/or different properties. 
• 

Talk about w
hat they see, using a w

ide vocabulary. 
• 

B
egin to m

ake sense of their ow
n life-story and fam

ily’s history 
• 

Show
 interest in different occupations. 

• 
Explore how

 things w
ork. 

• 
Plant seeds and care for grow

ing plants. 
• 

U
nderstand the key features of the life cycle of a plant and an anim

al. 
• 

B
egin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environm

ent and all living things. 
• 

Explore and talk about different forces they can feel. 
• 

Talk about the differences betw
een m

aterials and changes they notice. 
• 

C
ontinue to develop positive attitudes about the differences betw

een people. 
• 

Know
 that there are different countries in the w

orld and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in 
photos. 

• 
Take part in sim

ple pretend play, using an object to represent 
som

ething else even though they are not sim
ilar. 

• 
B
egin to develop com

plex stories using sm
all w

orld equipm
ent like 

anim
al sets, dolls and dolls houses etc. 

• 
M

ake im
aginative and com

plex ‘sm
all w

orlds’ w
ith blocks and 

construction kits, such as a city w
ith different buildings and a park. 

• 
Explore different m

aterials freely, in order to develop their ideas 
about how

 to use them
 and w

hat to m
ake. 

• 
D

evelop their ow
n ideas and then decide w

hich m
aterials to use to 

express them
. 

• 
Join different m

aterials and explore different textures. 
• 

C
reate closed shapes w

ith continuous lines, and begin to use these 
shapes to represent objects. 

• 
D

raw
 w

ith increasing com
plexity and detail, such as representing a 

face w
ith a circle and including details. 

• 
U

se draw
ing to represent ideas like m

ovem
ent or loud noises. 

• 
Show

 different em
otions in their draw

ings and paintings, like 
happiness, sadness, fear etc 

• 
Explore colour and colour-m

ixing 
• 

Listen w
ith increased attention to sounds. 

• 
Respond to w

hat they have heard, expressing their thoughts and 
feelings. 

• 
Rem

em
ber and sing entire songs. 

• 
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch m

atch’). 
• 

Sing the m
elodic shape (m

oving m
elody, such as up and dow

n, dow
n 

and up) of fam
iliar songs. 

• 
C

reate their ow
n songs, or im

provise a song around one they know
. 

• 
Play instrum

ents w
ith increasing control to express their feelings and 

ideas. 

Reception 
• 

Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them
 

• 
B
lend sounds into w

ords, so that they can read short w
ords m

ade up of know
n letter-sound 

correspondences. 
• 

Read som
e letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them

. 
• 

Read a few
 com

m
on exception w

ords m
atched to the school’s phonic program

m
e. 

• 
Read sim

ple phrases and sentences m
ade up of w

ords w
ith know

n letter–sound correspondences and, w
here 

necessary, a few
 exception w

ords. 
• 

Re-read these books to build up their confidence in w
ord reading, their fluency and their understanding and 

enjoym
ent. 

• 
Form

 low
er-case and capital letters correctly. 

• 
Spell w

ords by identifying the sounds and then w
riting the sound w

ith letter/s. 
• 

W
rite short sentences w

ith w
ords w

ith know
n letter-sound correspondences using a capital letter and full 

stop. 
• 

Re-read w
hat they have w

ritten to check that it m
akes sense. 

• 
C

ount objects, actions and sounds. 
• 

Subitise. 
• 

Link the num
ber sym

bol (num
eral) w

ith its cardinal num
ber value 

• 
C

ount beyond ten. 
• 

C
om

pare num
bers 

• 
U

nderstand the ‘one m
ore than/one less than’ relationship betw

een consecutive num
bers. 

• 
Explore the com

position of num
bers to 10. 

• 
A

utom
atically recall num

ber bonds for num
bers 0–10. 

• 
Select, rotate and m

anipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. 
• 

C
om

pose and decom
pose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes 

w
ithin it, just as num

bers can. 
• 

C
ontinue, copy and create repeating patterns. 

• 
C

om
pare length, w

eight and capacity. 

• 
Talk about m

em
bers of their im

m
ediate fam

ily and com
m

unity. 
• 

N
am

e and describe people w
ho are fam

iliar to them
. 

• 
C

om
m

ent on im
ages of fam

iliar situations in the past. 
• 

C
om

pare and contrast characters from
 stories, including figures from

 the past. 
• 

D
raw

 inform
ation from

 a sim
ple m

ap. 
• 

U
nderstand that som

e places are special to m
em

bers of their com
m

unity. 
• 

Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special tim
es in different w

ays. 
• 

Recognise som
e sim

ilarities and differences betw
een life in this country and life in other countries. 

• 
Explore the natural w

orld around them
. 

• 
D

escribe w
hat they see, hear and feel w

hilst outside. 
• 

Recognise som
e environm

ents that are different to the one in w
hich they live. 

• 
U

nderstand the effect of changing seasons on the natural w
orld around them

. 

• 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 

• 
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and 
developing their ability to represent them

. 
• 

C
reate collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• 
Listen attentively, m

ove to and talk about m
usic, expressing their 

feelings and responses. 
• 

W
atch and talk about dance and perform

ance art, expressing their 
feelings and responses. 

• 
Sing in a group or on their ow

n, increasingly m
atching the pitch and 

follow
ing the m

elody. 
• 

D
evelop storylines in their pretend play. 

• 
Explore and engage in m

usic m
aking and dance, perform

ing solo or 
in groups. 

 
C
om

prehension 
W

ord Reading 
W

riting 
N

um
ber 

N
um

erical Patterns 
Past and Present 

People, C
ulture and C

om
m

unities 
The N

atural W
orld 

C
reating w

ith M
aterials 

Being im
aginative 

Early 
Learning 
G

oals 

• 
D

em
onstrate 

understan
ding of w

hat 
has been read to them

 by 
retelling stories an

d 
narratives using their 
ow

n w
ords an

d recently 
introduced vocabulary. 

• 
A

nticipate (w
here 

appropriate) k
ey events 

in stories. 
• 

U
se an

d understan
d 

recently introduced 
vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, 
non

-fiction, rhym
es an

d 
poem

s and during role 
play. 

• 
Say a soun

d for 
each letter in the 
alphabet an

d at 
least 10 
digraphs. 

• 
R

ead w
ords 

consistent w
ith 

their phonic 
know

ledge by 
sound

-blen
ding. 

• 
R

ead aloud 
sim

ple sentences 
and books that 
are consistent 
w

ith their phonic 
know

ledge, 
includin

g som
e 

com
m

on 
exception w

ords. 

• 
W

rite recognisable 
letters, m

ost of 
w

hich are correctly 
form

ed. 
• 

Spell w
ords by 

identifying sounds 
in them

 and 
representing the 
sounds w

ith a 
letter or letters. 

• 
W

rite sim
ple 

phrases an
d 

sentences that can 
be read by oth

ers. 

• 
H

ave a deep un
derstan

ding of 
num

ber to 10, including the 
com

position of each num
ber. 

• 
Subitise (recognise q

uantities 
w

ithout counting) up to 5. 
• 

A
utom

atically recall (w
ithout 

reference to rhym
es, counting or 

other aids) n
um

ber bon
ds up to 5 

(including subtraction facts) an
d 

som
e n

um
ber bon

ds to 10, 
includin

g double facts. 

• 
V

erbally count beyond 
20, recognising the 
pattern of the counting 
system

. 
• 

C
om

pare quantities up to 
10 in different contexts, 
recognising w

h
en one 

quantity is greater than, 
less th

an or th
e sam

e as 
the other Q

uantity`. 
• 

Explore an
d represent 

patterns w
ithin num

bers 
up to 10, including evens 
and odds, double facts 
and how

 q
uantities can 

be distributed eq
ually 

• 
Talk about th

e lives 
of the people aroun

d 
them

 an
d their roles 

in society. 
• 

K
now

 som
e 

sim
ilarities an

d 
differences betw

een 
things in the past 
and n

ow
, draw

ing on 
their experiences an

d 
w

hat has been read 
in class. 

• 
U

n
derstan

d the p
ast 

through settings, 
characters an

d 
events encountered 
in books read in 
class an

d 
storytelling. 

• 
D

escribe their im
m

ediate 
environm

ent usin
g 

know
ledge from

 
observation, discussion, 
stories, non

-fiction texts 
and m

aps. 
• 

K
now

 som
e sim

ilarities and 
differences betw

een 
different religious an

d 
cultural com

m
unities in this 

country, draw
ing on their 

experiences and w
hat h

as 
been read in class. 

• 
Explain som

e sim
ilarities 

and differences betw
een life 

in this country and life in 
other countries, draw

ing on 
know

ledge from
 stories, 

nonfiction texts an
d (w

hen 
appropriate) m

aps. 

• 
Explore the natural 
w

orld aroun
d them

, 
m

aking observation
s 

and draw
in

g pictures of 
anim

als an
d plants. 

• 
K

now
 som

e sim
ilarities 

and differences betw
een 

the natural w
orld 

aroun
d them

 and 
contrasting 
environm

ents, draw
ing 

on their experiences and 
w

hat has been read in 
class. 

• 
U

n
derstan

d som
e 

im
portant processes an

d 
changes in the n

atural 
w

orld aroun
d them

, 
includin

g the seasons 
and ch

anging states of 
m

atter 

• 
Safely use an

d explore 
a variety of m

aterials, 
tools an

d techniq
ues, 

experim
enting w

ith 
colour, design, 
texture, form

 and 
function. 

• 
Share their creations, 
explaining the process 
they have used. 

• 
M

ake use of props 
and m

aterials w
hen 

role playing 
characters in 
narratives an

d stories. 

• 
Invent, adapt an

d 
recount narratives 
and stories w

ith 
peers and th

eir 
teacher. 

• 
 Sing a range of 
w

ell-know
n nursery 

rhym
es and son

g 
• 

P
erform

 songs, 
rhym

es, poem
s and 

stories w
ith others, 

and (w
hen 

appropriate) try to 
m

ove in tim
e w

ith 
m

usic. 



 


